
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�����������	�
��
�����������������������
���������������	�
��
�������������
The Muskegon County Genealogical Society is proud to announce the forthcoming Volume 2, History of Muskegon  
County, Michigan—A Proud Legacy.  All Muskegon County residents, including past and present, are invited to submit their 
family history for this book.  This is your chance to become a recorded part of Muskegon County’s history for generations to 
come. 
  
This historical durable hard bound book will contain over 300 pages, with archival paper and will last far into the future.   
  
What an amazing opportunity this is for you to honor your family and to forever be a part of the history of Muskegon 
County.  You may submit a family history of 400 words or less along with one photograph at no charge. YES, FREE!   
  
You might wonder how you could ever put anything together or think you have nothing interesting to share, but that is not 
the case!  Just write about your family, special events in your life, or how your family came to Muskegon County. You need 
not be a long-time resident as this book is a history of all residents past and present. Your story and photo will be the history 
of tomorrow. Look through your scrapbooks, photo albums, Bibles or talk to relatives to get started. 
            ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Writing and Photo Scanning Workshops���
  

There will be several FREE Writing and Photo Scanning Workshops in local libraries and other locations.   
You may obtain a list of dates and times from our website at www.genealogymuskegon.org or by e-mail mcgs1972@yahoo.com  
  
Church, Club, Organization, School  
  

You may submit up to 800 words and 1 FREE photo!  The history of your church, club, organization or school and its role in Muskegon 
County will help make the book complete.  Churches are an important part of our history.  They were the focal point of activities, and 
their achievements provide a chronicle of our past.  Many of the County services and social organizations played a significant role in our 
history too.  What a great way to share your story with the community!  
  
Military Service Section 
  

To honor our local military servicemen and servicewomen we are dedicating a special section in the book. Submit 1 photo include name, 
rank, unit, branch, wars, any honors, dates and locations of service for FREE! 
  
Business—No longer in existence  
  

You may submit up to 800 words and 1 FREE photo!  Businesses are an important part of our history and heritage.  Some of you have 
been here for decades.  No matter how long you have been here, you are, and will be a part of Muskegon County history.  The story of 
your business with pictures and or logo and a description of your products and people would be an excellent addition to our book. 
  
Business Ads   
  

Business rates are listed on the order form. 
  
Sponsors 
  

Financial supporters are very important to the success of this project.  If you can help by making a donation, you will be recognized in a 
special section as a valuable financial supporter.  We need your support!  We are a non-profit 501(c)(3). 
  
Photos, Stories & Tips 
  

A photo adds interest and completes your story.  You may submit one FREE photo with your story but we invite you to submit more.  
Additional photos cost $10.00 each.  It is important for us to have the best photo quality possible so that it is clear in print.  We ask that 
you submit a photo scanned at a 600 dpi or higher, and in jpg format. If you prefer, bring your photos to one of our up-coming scanning 
workshops and we will do it for you.  Black and white or color pictures are fine as long as they are high contrast and clear.  Do not send 
your original photo or a machine copy print. PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: Photos will not be returned!  List the full names of people 
from left to right, bottom to top, with date, location, and any other information.  Clearly define which photo matches that information.   
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·  When and why did your family come to Muskegon County?�
·  Did any of your family members serve in a war? 
·  Family facts such as birth dates, death dates, marriages, 

occupations, hobbies, parents/grandparents names and 
information. 

·  How did your family survive a storm or flood? 
·  Your family’s involvement in the community, school, church,   

or in social groups? 
·  A Memorial Tribute to a dear family member or friend past or 

present. 
  
Anything is acceptable if it is meaningful, humorous, or 
interesting to you and will not hurt or embarrass anyone. 
Do you remember the snowstorm in 1978? How about the 
Seaway Festival?  What memories do you have about our past 
and present.   
Did your mom use an old treadle machine to make your 
clothing from flour sacks?  Do you remember the Milwaukee 
Clipper or the Occidental Hotel? What about the One Room 
School House?  How about US 31 BAR-Q, G&L or Getty 
Drive-In Theater from the early days?  Was your first bike a 
Lemon Peeler?  There are many events that could trigger great 
stories.  Once you get started the ideas will flow. 
  
 

Writing Tips  

·  Remember that the first 400 words, including names under 
the picture and one family photo are FREE!  Over 400 words 
is 10¢ per word.  Additional photos are $10.00 per photo.  We 
will accept your story typed or handwritten (print by hand 
clearly) or on a floppy disk, CD or sent by email 
(mcgs1972@yahoo.com).  If you submit your story by CD or 
floppy disk it must be in Microsoft Word or Microsoft Works 
format. You can also receive help at one of our upcoming 
writing/scanning workshops (email, call or visit our website 
for the latest dates and times).   

  
·  List all of your names in full as you want them to appear in 

the index.  For women, include the maiden name. Example 
“Jane (Smith) Jones.”  Please count all of your words and 
total them at the end of the article. 

  
·  Write your story in the third person, as if you were writing it 

for someone else.  Example “He, She, They, Them, instead of 
I or We.”  

  
·  Don’t forget to add birth dates, baptism dates, marriage dates, 

death dates, and other dates that are important to you and 
your family. 
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Harold Conrad Westcomb, PFC 
 

 
Harold “Buck or Red” was born March 19, 1919 Muskegon died 
on September 5, 1976 in Muskegon, Michigan and is buried at 
Oakwood Cemetery. His parents were Claude Arthur and Inez 
Armadila (Riley) Westcomb. Before entering the military service, 
he worked at Muskegon Boiler Works and the West Michigan 
“Mart” Dock on the Muskegon Lake water front as a Stock Clerk. 
Harold went for basic training at Fort Custer, Michigan on 
January 28, 1942.  While in the military, his occupation was a 
Truck Driver Light 345. His qualification in the military was: 
Rifle Cal 30 M-1 Exp Rifle Cao 30 1903 SS.  His service record 
shows that he served in the Central European Evasion on August 
18, 1942 in Wales and arrived back in the United States on 
October 13, 1945.  Harold received the Good Conduct Medal and 
the European African Middle Eastern Service Medal with 1 
Bronze Service Star.  Harold was Honorably Discharged in 1945. 
Harold had written a letter home to his sister Louise (Westcomb) 
Tyler, about his plans to marry his sweetheart upon returning 
home from the war.  Virginia Rose Ackerman became his bride 
on January 8, 1946 in Muskegon, Michigan.      

 

David and Lydia (Raymond) 
Ackerman Family 

David Henry was born December 28, 1890 in White Cloud, 
Michigan and died on April 3, 1955 in Muskegon, Michigan. He 
was the eighth child of Martin and Anna Raymond Ackerman. 
David Henry became a widower on February 24, 1924 when his 
first wife Laura born July 24, 1890 died in Ann Arbor, 
Washtenaw County, Michigan. They were married in Ripley, 
Chautauqua County, New York. David was left with five young 
children, Martin, David, Carrie, Raymond and Dorothy.  He put 
an ad in the newspaper asking for someone to help take care of his 
children and be a housekeeper.  Lydia Anna (Covey) VanBlargan, 
born March 24, 1889 in Luther, Lake County, Michigan and died 
July 26, 1970 in Fremont, Newaygo County, Michigan (also 
widower with three young children), Bessie, William and 
Maurice, answered the newspaper request. Her husband, William 
Elmarion, had died in 1923 in Peacock Township, Lake County, 
Michigan. David married Lydia Anna as his second wife, on May 
6, 1925 in Muskegon, Michigan.  They had one child Virginia 
Rose who was born (March 2, 1926 Muskegon, Michigan and 
died February 15, 1989 Spring Lake, Michigan.) The family 
moved to White Cloud, Michigan by 1930 and later returned to 
Muskegon, Michigan. Virginia married Harold Conrad Westcomb 
on January 8, 1946 in Laketon Township, Muskegon County. 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Muskegon County History Book Order 
and Story Submission Form 

Books may be purchased for $65 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY  & SIGN YOUR NAME BELOW  
  
SUBMITTER’S NAME: 
  _______________________________________________________________ 
  
Address:  ________________________________________________________ 
  
City:____________________________ State: ______ Zip:  ________________ 
  
Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________ 
  
E-mail Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________ 
  
  
                                    Book Price $65.00 >>>> How many_____ $_________ 
  
I am also submitting: 
Family History: 
Up to 400 words and ONE FREE PHOTO! 
Extra Words #______ x (10¢ per word) >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $_________ 
Extra Photos # _____ x ($10 per photo) >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $_________ 
  
Church, Club, Schools, Organization & (Business—Non-Existing) 
Up to 800 words and ONE FREE PHOTO! 
Extra Words #______ x (10¢ per word) >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $_________ 
Extra Photos #______ x ($10 per photo)  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $_________ 
  
Tributes and Memorials: 
1/2 page including 1 photo   $50 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><>>>>>> $_________ 
1/4 page including 1 photo   $25 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $_________ 
Additional Photos @ $10 each >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $_________ 
  
Military Service: 
                     Up to 400 words and ONE FREE PHOTO!       (� )__________ 
  
Business Histories: 
Full page and one photo @   $150 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $__________                                               
½ page and one photo @      $75 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $__________                   
¼ page and one photo @      $50 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> $__________ 
  
I will pick up my book(s) when they arrive      (� )______ 
Please ship book(s) to me at address above ($12 per book)>>>>> $__________  
                                                                                                          
                                                                               Subtotal >>>>> $__________ 

                                                                  Total Enclosed >>>>>>>$__________ 

�������������������������������������������������� �
  
We will ship your book(s) to the address above. If you want them 
shipped elsewhere print your name and shipping information on attached 
sheet. 
  
By submitting this story I give my permission for it to be edited (not 
changed) for style, grammar, and space. 
                                          Order Your Book(s) Today! 
 

Make check or money 
order payable to 

“MCGS Book Project 2” 

Volume 2  
May include the 

 Items Listed below: 
  

Pioneers through Current Residents Stories 
          Schools & Churches 
    Townships, Villages, Cities 

Businesses and Buildings 
Sports Teams and Clubs 

Historical Events and Places 
Government and Military 

Memorials and Notable People 
Centennial Farms and Landmarks 

Memorable Moments of Muskegon 
Over 500 Photos 
Maps and more! 

  
  
  
  

Muskegon County Genealogical Society and its 
members reserve the right to choose which articles 
will be published should there be duplicates. We 
assume no responsibility for any copyright violations 
or for any materials that invade any person’s right to 
privacy or other personal gain. We make every effort 
to correct spelling and grammatical errors, but we 
cannot correct misspelled names. Names will be 
entered just as they are presented.  
 

NO ABBREVIATIONS, INCLUDING STATES  

Before you send us your story, 
please be sure to proofread it. 

  

Please keep this mailer for your records and 
only return your order form with 

payment and materials. 
  

If you are submitting material, include your 
stories, photos on a CD or FLOPPY DISK . 
We will also accept hand written or typed with 
all other information with the amount due    
with this order form to the address below. 
 

                              Mail to:  
Muskegon County Genealogical Society 

HISTORY BOOK PROJECT 2 
C/O Hackley Public Library 

316 W. Webster Ave. 
Muskegon, MI 49440-1209 

  

Contact Information 
Write to the address above or 

E-mail: mcgs1972@yahoo.com 
Website: www.genealogymuskegon.org  
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HENDERSON, SMITH & CO.   
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                    All photos are from the 
Collection at Hackley Public Library  

Lakeside School 
 

STAMP 
 

HERE 

Francis Jiroch Cigar Manufacturer 
19 W. Western Ave. ca. 1890 

 


